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TERMS & CONDITIONS APPLY 


WELCOME 


A belated Happy New Year to everyone from the team here at Welford Matters. 

If you had to list the most talked about local topics in Welford, my guess is that 
housing development and traffic through the village would be up there near the 
top of the pile for a lot of residents. House building has certainly been a hot topic 
of conversation for a few years now (maybe for longer than we all realise) and the 
year has already kicked-off with a further significant application - Gladman’s 
outline proposals for a large housing estate on the Milcote Road. For this issue we 
have received an article on the proposals from the Parish Council and some 
comments on the plans from our District Councillor. While on the subject of 
Milcote Road there was a lot of frustration with the recent road closure seen there 
last month and both our County and District Councillors comment on this — we 
also include the background to a letter sent to Warwickshire CC by Colin Winston 
and the response he received. 

Traffic in Welford is another issue that concerns a number of people and recently a one-day monitoring 
exercise was undertaken to collect some hard information. The results may (or may not!) surprise you — one of 
our Parish Councillors (Brian Stanford) reports on the findings and discusses possible next steps. 

The magazine includes the usual contributions from the village’s clubs and societies, the next instalment of 
Barrie Russell’s series “Welford and the River Avon” focusing on Binton Bridges, an article on Cress Hill “past 
and present” and other articles that I hope you will find interesting. 

We remain indebted to the support received from our Friends of Welford Matters and also, of course, to all 
the local businesses who advertise in the village magazine. The next issue (March/April) will be the start of a 
new advertising year and we are pleased to say that advertising rates will remain unchanged for 2019. If you 
wish to renew your advert or wish to become a new advertiser please email welfordadverts@gmail.com and we 
will be happy to carry out your instructions. 

Don’t forget that the quickest and best way to contact us with any other questions or comments is via the 
email address welfordmatters@gmail.com and one of the team will get back to you. 













Richard 
St. Peter’ 
Dates for 2019 Cras 
Carta Pass 
Deadline Publication aired joi Gib Barend 
Issue for articles & Distribution the Avtaeatloaa 


#16 (Mar/Apr) 17:00, 8 Mar 23/24 Mar 
#17 (May/Jun) 17:00, 3 May 18/19 May 
#18 (Jul/Aug) 17:00, 5Jul 20/21 Jul 

#19 (Sep/Oct) 17:00, 6 Sep 21/22 Sep 
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Editor: Richard Ham Whilst the Publishers welcome material for publication in Welford Matters, they do not 
Treasurer: Norman Leece guarantee that any item submitted will be included or will appear in a particular issue, and the 
Layout and Design: Matthew Winston | Editor reserves the right to edit or shorten items which are used. Publication is in good faith and 
Distribution: David Nicholls does not imply accuracy of the content or agreement with the views expressed. Contributors’ 


Website Co-ordinator: Colin Winston | names will be published with their respective articles unless specifically requested otherwise 
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Building and Construction 
Registered 40 years August 2014 
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I) - HOUSE EXTENSIONS - 
A + ALTERATIONS » 
). COTTAGE RENOVATIONS - 
i Free estimates 
Plans drawn & submitted 
e Complete reliable service 


Bey Loxley House, Barton Road, Welford 
MEP O7771 541 305 or 01789 750 900 
Shay ricioons irchiiadl oon FME 


We already look after over One Millio 
Ipy and Healthy Lawns, and we'd love 
to bring your lawn to life too! 


We offer seasonal ‘weed and feed’ treatments 
that will keep your lawn looking lush, gréean and 
weed-free. 

We aleo provide: 

.” Hollow-tine aeration 

/” Secarlfication 

/ Oasis water conserver 

/ Lawn pest & disease control 
v SlowMow - growth regulator 
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Christmas at Avon Cat Rescue 


As always, the cats came first on Christmas Day. 
Volunteers arrived at 8.00am to feed and clean out the cats. 
Special treats were donated to make sure no cat felt left out 
- chicken, crunchies, catnip and toys. Even better, a number 
of cats were offered a new home after the festivities were 
over and are now enjoying the warmth and attention they 
longed for. 

Here is Ivy (who came to us with Holly) rescued from a 
refuge where her owner was sheltering. She was chosen the 
same day. She may look confused, but has since managed 
to cause chaos in her new home, knocking decorations off 
the Christmas tree and trying to climb the chimney. 

Another cat, Mollie, was sadly brought in having been 
rescued from a house where her owner had passed away. 
Paramedics had to break the door down, but kindly made 
sure the cat was not left behind. This does not always 
happen. Mollie is now safe and waiting to find another 
home. 

Over the season, we were given an amazing amount of 
gifts for the cats, including lots of food, bedding, toys and 
treats. We are so grateful to everyone. It was lovely to find 
daily parcels on the doorstep. 

Now we are preparing for our Jumble Sale on at the 
Memorial Hall on February 16th. Time to turn out those 
cupboards and wardrobes. All those unwanted items could 
be a treasure trove for someone else. 

Hope to see you there. 
Rosemary Spicer 
avoncatrescue.org 





Community 


Welford needs your help! 


Important information below: 

URGENT - Respond by the 29th January 2019 
Gladman — Planning Application No: 18/03705/OUT. 
Proposed development of 35 homes on the Milcote 
Road, Welford-on-Avon. 


Dear Resident, 

As expected and following their selective public 
consultation, the Gladman application is in for 35 houses 
outside the village boundary in open countryside. You 
should have had another ‘flyer’ by now so if you haven’t 
responded yet please do so asap. Help us to make the 
case against Gladman! 


Add comments directly to the SDC e-planning system: 
https://apps.stratford.gov.uk/eplanning/AppDetail.aspx?a 
ppkey=PJVZ6IPMHMRO0 

You can email: eddie.wrench@stratford-dc.gov.uk 

Or write to: Mr Eddie Wrench, Elizabeth House, Church 
St, Stratford-upon-Avon. CV37 6HX 


This is an outline planning application, so there will be 
little detail. This is purely a speculative commercial 
venture and they have no interest in the wellbeing of 
Welford. There are lots of good solid planning reasons 
for objecting. 





‘Webord-o1-Avos 


URGENT - Respond by the 29th January 2019 

The Parish Council & your District Councillor will be 
objecting to this application and would very much 
welcome your support. Send in your comments now! 
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WASTE MANAGEMENT 


Aggregates Site Waste 


Skip Hire Site Tippin 
F lil & Topsoil Reports 












Recycling over 90% of waste brought to our waste transfer station 


We provide a total waste management service for the 
reduction, reuse, recycling, recovery and disposal of waste. 


Owning and operating an extensive fleet of vehicles in 
addition to our modem waste transfer station. 


Call today to see how our services can be 
custom made to benefit your business 





: R, 01386 841181 @ Buckle Street | Honeybourne 
BUDG T Evesham | Worcestershire 


WASTE MANAGEMENT 


sales@budgetskips.com WR11 70E 





1s‘ Welford on Avon Scout Group 


As we go to press with this issue of Welford Matters we 
have just started a new term of Scouting. We will have 
welcomed new members into the Group and all three 
sections (Scouts, Cubs and Beavers) will be full. Our 
numbers are restricted owing to a continuing shortage of 
leaders and it is sad that we have to turn youngsters 
away because we just can’t cope with the extra numbers. 





Scouting gives young people wonderful experiences 
and teaches them skills that they may not have the 
opportunity to learn elsewhere. We would be really 
pleased to talk to anyone who would like to help at 
Scouts, Cubs or Beavers. You do not need to commit to 
helping every week; helping just a few times each half- 
term would make a significant difference for our leaders. 

Full training can be provided, including first aid 
training, if required, and all out-of-pocket expenses are 
paid by the Group. The Disability and Barring Scheme 
(DBS) is used by the Scout Association to make sure all 
adult helpers are suitable people to have control of the 
youngsters. 

We would also like to be able to increase the support 
for our Executive Committee so we’d be delighted to 
hear from anyone who can help with the administration 
of the Group or with fund-raising. 

Looking forward - please could you put any good 
quality jumble (and unwanted Christmas presents....) to 
one side as we will be holding our annual jumble sale in 
March. Look out for our posters! 


ate’ 
i 
Sm 

Finally, you have a youngster who would be 
interested in joining us please note that we have a 
waiting list. If your child is four years old, now is the 
time to contact us (welfordscoutgroupjoin@gmail.com) 
so that, hopefully, they could start in our Beaver section 
after their sixth birthday. 
Maria Smith 
welfordscoutgroup@yahoo.com 


Local History 


Sir Fulke Greville 


An illustrated talk by Adam Busiakiewicz on 
Friday, 29th March 2019, 7:30 pm at the Memorial 
Hall, Welford 


Sir Fulke Greville (1554-1628), born in Beauchamps 
Court, Alcester, lived through one of the most exciting 
periods of British history. He served at the courts of 
Elizabeth I, James I and Charles I, and held several 
important positions including Treasurer of the Navy, 
Chancellor of the Exchequer and member of the Privy 
Council. In 1604 he was granted ownership of Warwick 
Castle and transformed it from a derelict fortification into 
a lavish stately home. This talk will focus on Fulke 
Greville’s career, material world and Warwickshire 
connections. 


1 





Key to this discussion will be several fascinating but 
neglected inventories and documents relating to his life, 
some only published in 2016 posthumously by Alcester 
historian, Pauline Sands. An inventory dating from 1630 
illustrates that he owned an extravagant collection of 
artworks including paintings, musical instruments, arms 
and armour, maps, furniture, ceramics as well as 
exquisite tapestries. Greville’s luxurious surroundings in 
both Warwick and London paint a rather different picture 
to his dark and sombre Elizabethan portrait, the image 
which has come to define this enigmatic poet, collector, 
builder and gardener. Visitors are welcome, at the modest 
fee of £3. 

Brad Plimmer 
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Gardening 


TO PRUNE OR NOT TO PRUNE 


That is the question! or azalea, cytisus (broom), pieris, ripen and produce flowers — roses are 
Being crazy about clematis, I am viburnum or skimmia. These all a prime example, and also later- 
frequently asked by friends flower fairly early in the year and flowering clematis (all clematis 
whether/when they should prune their pruning now will drastically reduce viticella cultivars, texensis hybrids 
clematis. To which the answer is “It | the amount of colour in your garden and all herbaceous clematis). For 
all depends on which cultivar you later. The time to prune early- late-flowering clematis, simply prune 
have”. So when a Christmas card flowering plants is JUST AFTER down to approximately 30 cm - the 
arrived from a friend asking for a THEY HAVE FINISHED books say prune in February, but I do 
mini-lesson on whether/how he FLOWERING. this as time and energy permits any 
should prune his wisteria and On the other hand, if your shrub or _ time between November and 
honeysuckle I thought this might vine produces its blossom from June February. For large specimens of 
make a useful article for this issue of | onwards (as the books say, “on new later-flowering shrubs, it is generally 
Welford Matters. wood”) you can safely prune these recommended to cut out about one- 
To begin with, you need to know types knowing that they have third of the old growth each year, 
when your shrub or vine comes into sufficient time to put out new shoots down to the base, and to shorten 
flower. With clematis, we say “If it which will have months in which to other stems by about one-third. > 


flowers before June, don’t prune”, 
and the same rule can be applied with 
most shrubs. For example, the lovely 
evergreen Clematis armandii, which 
flowers in March or April, and the 
Clematis alpina, macropetala or 
montana types which also flower in 
April or May should NOT be pruned 
at this time of year — otherwise you 
will be cutting off much of the 
flowers that are to come shortly. 
Similarly, you may have a witch 
hazel in your garden, or perhaps 
forsythia, rhododendron, camellia, 
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Stor 
Welford & Weston-on Avon ithe ae SELF STORE 
Memorial Hall Ho, 


Fiegistonad Charity Moc 525032 


Charges for using the Memorial Hall 


Community use: Renovating? 
Fear Frey saaion, (reaming, sfenioen, of ayening) £30;00 house? 
Bach Adcional our E10:09 


Ahonnatively - by price amangenant only - 
for sessions lees. than 4 hours: 
1 Hour = £15, 2 Hours. = £20, 3 Hours = £25 


SELF STORE UNITS 


Range of weit sites avallable 


Commercial use: 
Four eur anion, (moning, aliernion, of wavering) £50/00 = 
Each Additional our E1000 Top security 
24 hour access available 
AO acoess charges 


To book, please call MO long aa ee 
Hayley Robinson | Ti: 
01789 751377 v AN HIRE 
07548 129880 Gd Hall & full dary hires 
| Wery competitive rates 
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Printed Photo Blinds 
Coampanig tke-tacike, nobody beats Thomas Gilbey interiors when it comes to sheer valve-tormaney.. the 
combination of quality products, highly competitive ances, and tap fight customer service, plus the peace of mind 
you ger with @ Tibyear guarantee 
You might also fike the fact that we offer the area's biggest choice - by far. Whatever you want, we've got it! 
eet fete Venetians | Rollers | mtu Blinds | 
ied Fader as well! Vehat mare could pou ask for! fenses Blinds i Roof Light Blinds 
Cal us anytime, and we'll Bang our moive Bind and Curtan? | Perfect fit Mlieds | Made to Measure Curtains | Bi 
Studie night fa your home or business - any day, evening ar | Conservatory Blinds | Mirage/Wision Rallers | Shathers 
ae ‘q weekend, See the latest styles 
eke 









































Better choice... better value... and better service... plu 
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Examples are buddleia, caryopteris, 
deutzia, lavender, honeysuckle, 
hydrangea (delay pruning until 
April), perovskia, hibiscus, potentilla, 
lilac, fuchsia, philadelphus all bloom 
later in the year, so are candidates for 
your pruning shears or loppers over 
the next month or two. (On the 
subject of loppers 30 years ago I 
bought a pair of Darlac ratchet 
loppers which have served me 
wonderfully, so I decided to treat 
myself to a new pair. Their new 
ratchet models are fantastic. They 
are extendable, lightweight and 
superbly made, needing minimal 
effort and enabling me to reach most 
offending stems without having to 
climb ladders: I cannot recommend 
them too highly, as good tools are 
absolutely essential.) 

Generally speaking, most 
rhododendrons, azaleas and camellias 
can be pruned fairly hard if 
necessary, (though I did have one 
rhododendron which resented this 
treatment and nearly died!) For 
smaller cultivars very little pruning 
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Hydrangea and Podophyllum "Spotty Dotty". 


Gardening 


will be needed. However, 
“deadheading” the spent flowers will 
encourage the shrub to put out new 
shoots just below the old flower- 
head. Wisterias can be a bit of a 
problem. The general idea is to let 
them develop a framework where you 
want them to grow, training a FEW 
stems along, say, your house wall. 
However, these very vigorous vines 
have a habit of sending out numerous 
long, whippy stems which twist 
around any nearby support (and one 
another!) until they become an unruly 
tangle. Now is the time to cut all 
such wayward stems back to 2 buds; 
the “books” will tell you to cut them 
back to 5 buds, then later cut them 
back to 2, but who has time to do a 
job twice? These 2 buds will then, 
hopefully, provide the framework 
from which the flower buds develop. 
Daphnes can also resent pruning, but 
a little gentle trimming on a regular 
basis should keep them neat and tidy, 
or they can simply be left to “do their 
own thing”. 

Glenis Dyer 
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Enhancing your Gardens 


HEDGING 


Welcome to JKG, we supply a wide range of hedging, Sizes range from 2f(60cm) to 6ft(1 80cm) and 
larger if required. They come Potted(P), Root ball{RB) or Bare root(BR) being the more economical. 





. : * = ; 
If you want an immediate hedge or screen why not try our Easy Plant Hedging they come in 
metre long trays, have a well established root system and just drop into a pre-dug channel (for 
best results acd organic matter, bone meal and a slow release fertiliser in the soil / channel). 


te 
.Pyracantha 





T: 01789 751766 M: 07957 873199 


E: enquiries@jkgardening.co.uk 
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| Th ae In this issue we feature Littleton 

oo % ; Cottage (shown middle left) and 
Be Badsey Cottage which are on the 
comer of Millers Close and the High 
Street next to the telephone kiosk. 
These cottages were converted in 1988 
from the Littleton and Badsey Growers 
(LBG) Depot that previously occupied 
the site and is shown in the photograph 
on the above left. LBG Ltd was 
believed to have been founded in the 
early 1900s by C.A. Benyon as a 
Horticultural and Gardening supplier. 

The black and white photograph 
shows the wooden maypole at the time 
being painted on the LBG premises 
with the detached weather vane in the 
foreground. We are not sure when this 
photograph was taken but it must be 
pre 1967 which was when the wooden 
maypole was replaced by a much safer 
aluminium pole. 

Thanks to Cecilia Parsons for 
providing the photographs and the 
background information. 

Colin Winston 


Welford Wives 


As we plan for another varied year in our 
program for Welford Wives, we have 
already had our first meeting of 2019. 

This year we are walking through 
Binton Woods, hearing about our Nature 
Reserves and their hidden gems, as well 
as one of our members speaking about 
her second year of her Art Degree. 

We will finish the evenings with 
some form of refreshment. It is a hard 
life, but someone has to do it. 

We are a group of Ladies that meet 
on the first Wednesday of every month 
either in someone’s house or in the 
Memorial Hall, depending on the talk. 

It would be lovely to welcome some 
new faces to our group and it is a relaxed 
way of getting involved within the 
village. 

If you would like to join us please 
contact us on the numbers below. 

Sue Hook 751 400 
Christine Cooper 750 667 


Welford: 


“ae aS “=, 'y* 
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NOTARY PUBLIC 


Documents for other countries: 
“ Powers of Attorney 

Inheritance papers 

Certified copy ID/ qualifications 

Congent to travel 

Legalisation (Apastille) 

Spanish translations 


444 4 


WK Lasting Powers of Attorney (LPAs): 
* Home visits by arrangement 
~* Friendly & efficient service 
* Competitive rates 





Enjoy smooth skin and say gaod bye’ : 
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More and more people start their search at Peter 
| Clarke, we have the largest selection of property, 





Peter Clarke andl Co LLP Estate and Letting Agenits, 
Chartered Surveyors 

) Six offices serving South Warwickshire and The 
North Cotswolds. 


Residential Sales and Lettings 

Land and New Homes 

Dedicated Property Management Department 
Commercial 


Stratford upon Avon 01789415444 = Learnington Spa 01906 429400 Wellesbourne 01789 841114 
Shipston on Stour 01608 260026 Chipping Campden 01386 F744 Henley in Arden 01564 7OS757 


www. peterclarke.co.uk 





Traffic Through Welford 


Traffic as ever remains a “hot topic” for discussion 
everywhere and Welford is no exception. Residents have 
long known that there are some drivers who pass through 
our village at rather more than the legally allowed 30mph, 
but how to stop this happening is not something easily 
realised. With all the development going on in and around 
our village, volume is something we may not be able to 
keep down, but speed control may be possible. 

Mike Brain, the Warwickshire County Councillor 
representing the Welford & Long Marston area recently 
commissioned, out of his own council budget, a one-day 
exercise to collect hard information as to the speed of traffic 
through Welford. Three points were selected and the 
volumes and speeds of traffic were recorded — not the 
vehicle details as this was not an exercise to issue penalties, 
but to collect information. The results revealed that of the 
three stretches of road chosen — the approach from Long 
Marston, the High St. and the Binton Rd — the Binton Rd 
had the highest speeds recorded in both directions. The peak 
times were obviously around 07:00-09:00 and 16:00-18:00 
and over the course of the day along this stretch, over 900 
vehicles north-bound and over 1000 south-bound were 
recorded between 35-40 mph. More worryingly, almost 200 
north-bound and over 100 south-bound were recorded at 
between 45-50mph!! 

This hard evidence, along with information collected by 
our own speed awareness group led by Ian Edwards, has 
generated much debate within the Parish Council. Several 
residents have been proactive in contacting the SDC and 
WCC to try to assess what can be done and have made that 
information available to the Parish Council for which we 
are very grateful. As with most initiatives, the initial 
responses seem to concern themselves with what we cannot 
do — but we are persevering and are now finding possible 
solutions that may suit our village. Obvious measures such 
as speed cameras, automated speed signs, etc. seem to be 
ruled out either due to excessive cost or the fact that, as yet, 
we have not had a serious incident in Welford. So, the 
Parish Council are looking at the more physical measures 
that we might employ strategically to ensure vehicle traffic 
through the village is more observant of the speed limits. 

There are a number of alternatives from chicanes — 
though these are very expensive, speed humps which come 


High freee Specie 
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Community 


in various sizes with varying effects, to other physical 

traffic calming measures. Some of these may prove more of 
an annoyance than a solution but they must be considered. 
In addition, some of these measures, by law, must be 
accompanied by additional signage and lighting, the latter 
going against our Neighbourhood Plan Dark Skies policy. 
Other speed warning signs could be erected but their long- 
term effectiveness may be limited and would be viewed as 
“urbanising” our village. 

It is clear that SOMETHING needs to be done to curb 
the speeds of vehicles through our village and the Parish 
Council intend to put forward proposals very soon. 
However, this is YOUR village and it is only right that you 
have your say in how it is protected and therefore, when 
viable alternatives have been established, a proposal will be 
made by your Parish Council and your views will be 
sought. 

In addition to traffic speeds, the Parish Council is also 
very much aware of other traffic needs in and around the 
village. The bridge into the village and the flow of traffic 
across it has also been raised at Parish meetings and again, 
Councillor Brain has put forward a suggestion for an 
additional control at this site which is being investigated. 

Access to new developments crossing long established 
village footpaths has also been raised at Parish Council 
meetings, an example being the Barton Meadow 
development. The Parish Council believe they may have a 
solution to make this access safer without inconveniencing 
the residents. This has yet to be discussed with the residents 
and the company responsible for the site, but we are hopeful 
that a sensible sustainable solution is not very far off. 

There are many discussions taking place around traffic 
speed / speed control / pedestrian safety / etc. around the 
village and the Parish Council are sure that some sensible, 
practical and affordable solutions can be found, but we 
can’t do this alone and we will need your help. It is a 
problem that has been growing for some time, but which 
has now reached the point where it has to be resolved, or at 
the very least, mitigated. Options to address these problems 
will be made available very soon either through Welford 
Matters or other more direct forms of communication, all 
that is asked of you is that if you have a view on these, you 
let YOUR Parish Council know. 

Brian Stanford 
Welford Parish Council 
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Pre Partrers 





They’re Inspired. 


And enjoy award-worthy gardens, without having 
to lift a (green) finger, unless they want to. 


Retire in style with Great Alne Park, and enjoy the 


calm and tranquillity of your own country retreat. 
Homes to feel proud of - from £322,000". 


Feel free. Feel Inspired. 


= Bel 
GreatAlnePark.co.uk i 
01789 449 165 GREAT ALNE 
PARK 
Park Lane, Great Alne, Warwickshire, B49 6HS Hnigpeireet in Warwickshire 
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Meon Vale Activites 


Nosh and Natter - for older and disabled people 

Lunches are held on the second Monday in the month, 

12 noon to 2:30 pm at the Lower Quinton and Admington 
Hall. Please note new venue and time 

Cost £8 per person, Transport can be provided (£3 return) 


11th February - Early Valentines 
11th March - Something Fishy 
8th April - Early Spring Lunch 


Trips 4 U (suitable for 55+) 

Holidays — The coach company will be Johnsons with pick 
up points at Meon Vale and Lower Quinton 

Summer Holiday 3rd — 7th June - 4 nights Dinner, Bed and 
Breakfast 

The Victoria Hotel, Kirkley Cliffs, Lowestoft, Suffolk - 
very friendly staff and good food. Has recently undergone 
modernisation and redecoration. With the restaurant 
overlooking the North Sea the sun rises are spectacular as 
Lowestoft is one of the farthest easterly towns. 

An independent hotel situated alongside the promenade 
with a bus stop outside front door. Ideal base. Suitable trips 
are Southwold; Ipswich; Norwich; Beccles; Woodbridge; 
Oulton Broad. Ideal for walking along the beach. 

Cost approximately £380.00 per person - the final cost will 
depend on the number of people coming. Deposit of £75 
required by 11th March and the balance by 13th May. 
Turkey Tinsel Holiday 2nd — 6th December - 4 nights 
Dinner, Bed and Breakfast, Lunch or a packed lunch are 
included in the price plus a Midnight Snack. 

Potters Resort, Hopton on Sea, Norfolk. 

Following the success of the 2018 holiday at Potters we 
have re-booked the activities - Bingo and entertainment 
were fantastic. This year we will do two day-trips - Norwich 
and Stalham Broads. Accommodation is in bungalows, but 
we do have a reservation on three hotel rooms at a higher 
price. 

Cost approximately £400.00 per person - the final cost will 
depend on the number of people coming. Deposit of £75 
required by 11th March and the balance by 14th October. 


Drop-in Coffee Mornings 

On the fourth Monday in the month, unless otherwise 
stated, at Corbett House between 10:30 am — 12 noon 
25th February; 25th March; 29th April 29th (later because 
of Easter) 


Community Bingo 

Thursday 22nd November 7 for 7:30 pm at Meon Vale 
Village Hall. All welcome. Children over 10 welcome 
with an adult. No bar, so bring your own drinks; 
Refreshments at the interval. 


Community 


The Ark (Messy Church — ideal for families) 

Activities, craft, singing with refreshments at Meon Vale 
Village Hall, 4 pm — 5:15 pm. There is no meeting in 
January but will start again on Saturday 23rd February; 
Saturday 3rd March we are holding a Messy Pancake Event. 
Come and join in the family fun ending with a hot meal, 
fruit, cake and squash. Contact Revd. Ros on 751546 or 
Barbara on 720630. 


Parent/Carer, Toddler and Babies Group 

Every Thursday 10:15 am to 11:45 am at Meon Vale 
Village Hall. We welcome all babies and toddlers 

from 0-5. No charge - come along and enjoy, special Babies 
Corner, play, craft, singing and fun. Refreshments are 
supplied. A good meeting place for mums, dads and 
grandparents. Open over school holidays when older 
siblings are welcome. 


Future dates for your Diary 

Saturday 2nd March 4 - 6 pm - Pancake Fest — look out for 
further details. 

Easter Monday 22nd April 2 - 4:30 pm - Easter Egg Hunt 
Saturday 13th July - Meon Fun Fest 3 - 7 pm Come along 
and join in the fun. 


Christmas Hampers 

A very big thank you to Stratford Food Bank, Welford 
Brownies, Welford School, Meon Medical Centre and 
individual people for all the donations of festive food and 
items. It made such a difference to 24 families and was 
really appreciated. 

Revd. Ros Greenhalgh and Barbara Craig. 


For more information about any of the events listed, please 
contact me. 

Barbara Craig 

720630 


Poachers’ Pooches 


Home boarding & day care for your pooch based im Gorsington 


i poacherspooches 


wan. poke hers pec hers oouke 


Call Kate on 
OF771 S88601 
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Finishing Touches 
= Interior Salt Furnishings ee 
EST ao 


Curtains & Pelmets 
All Types of Blinds - Shutters 
Bespoke Poles & Tracks 
Headboards & Chairs 
Bedspreads 
Extensive Range of Fabrics & Wallcoverings 
Voiles & Trimmings 


Free Estimate & Design 
Full Measuring & Fitting Services 


Call Michelle on O1769 751609 
www. finishing-touches. info 


Finishing Touches 
Apple Edge, Headland Road, Welford-on-Avon 


Nightingales A 


Landscapes & Fencing 


All types of hard and soft 
landscaping; drives, patios, 
pergolas, planting, turfing, 

hedge and grass cutting, 

clearances & all types of 
domestic fencing 


No job too big or small 
Call Alan for a free, no obligation quote 


Tel: 01789 751542 
Mob: 07775 645223 


COUNTERS CONSULTING LIMITED 


CHARTERED MANAGEMENT ACCOUNTANTS 


AcCouUnES Cloud Accounting 


Chartered 
M anagement Taxation Bookkeeping & WAT 


Accountants 


Management Accounts Payrall, Ci, Auta Enrolment 


Planning & Budgeting Business Start Up 


Contact accounts@countersconsulting.co.uk 
wan, countersconsulting. co.uk 
01789 400595 


Turnpike Gate house, Alcester Heath, lcester, Warks Bebo 5G 


Counters — Professional Business Support 


One-stop shop for limited companies, partnerships and sole traders 








> Enjoy reading Gerke or 
lnbhening to aude books? 


« Firedlieg 1 difeoait to gee out 
and about! 


* Missing your vivits te-the 
library? 


+ Gurbome Gelvery bervice 
shM and voluntears could 
bring beohe te pour door. 











Titania - Alcmster Mobile Library 
G Route 
The Library will be avaiable on hese Tuesdays in 2079 


(January 22 [February 12 [March §, 26 
April 16 May 7, 26 June 13 













Glitford 
Chambers 
Lang 
Marsion 
Lower 
Quinten 
Vrelford on 
Fuori 
Walford on 
Aor 
VWielford on 
Awon 


Clifford Club Ded TOW | a 





Masons Arms 115 | 11:10 | 35 
Corbett House 171-30 12:10 | 40 


Church Sireet 1400 | i420 | 20 





Church Rooms | V4ict5 | i445 | 20 


74:10 


For all amquiries of bo renew books piace phone 01926 851021 


ar renew online al Warwickshine qow uklibraries 


Community 





ee Ss 
Knitting for Crisis 
We continue our knitting, meeting regularly on the 4th 
Thursday of the month at 1pm, 7 Willow Bank. Anyone 
who would like to join us would be most welcome — 
contact Jan Harris on 750329. 

The photograph shows a little girl in Romania receiving 
one of our blankets from the last sacks we sent out with 
“Life Line to Romania”. It is always encouraging to see 
the recipients of our knitting and to know it arrived safely. 
Jan Harris 


GARAGE REQUIRED FOR RENT 


to store a Classic Car. 


The car is not used on a daily basis 


so only occasional access needed. 


Please contact: 01789 751477 
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Community 


Welford Natters 


Write to welfordmatters@gmail.com 


RECENT ROADWORKS ON 
MILCOTE ROAD 
I recently made a request for 
information to Warwickshire 
Highways Department via their 
website concerning the delay to the 
roadworks on Milcote Road before 
Christmas. This request was triggered 
by the granting of an extension to the 
road closure and the lack of any visible 
activity at the site over the weekend 
preceding the original deadline. 
Unfortunately I cannot reproduce the 
original request as it was not included 
in the response and is not displayed on 
their website. However in summary I 
was seeking clarification for the 
following points before I posted any 
further update on this matter on the 
Parish Website - 
¢ why the original deadline was 
missed 
* what penalties/compensations might 
apply 
¢ what further works are planned that 
might result in another closure 
¢ what level of confidence that the 
new deadline would be met 
I thought other residents might be 
interested in the response I received 
which is reproduced below - 


Dear Mr Winston, 

Norcon Construction requested an 
extension to the works which required 
the closure to be on for a longer 
duration than was originally planned. 

The works were due to completed 
by today, being the 18th of December, 
which we understand has been the 
case and that the road is now open 

The site was visited on the 11th 
December and the reason for the 
extension was discussed and due to 
the circumstances involved the 
extension was agreed. 

The site agent has been requested 
to repair any damage that has been 


caused within their area of closure; 
we will ensure that this is carried out. 
They were also asked to put a banks- 
man out on site to stop members of 
the public removing the signs and 
barriers which would allow them to 
drive through the closure. 

We also requested further signage 
to deter people from trying to go 
down the Milcote Road from 
Campden Road. 

Unfortunately the issues regarding 
members of the public ignoring the 
diversion route and driving down 
unsuitable roads and causing damage 
is something we unfortunately cannot 
control or enforce. 

We did contact the police to see if 
they could do anything to deter this 
and they did visit the area. 

There is further work to be carried 
out in this area which will be part of 
the development plan for the site. This 
is being carried out by our Design 
Services group in-conjunction with 
the developer. They will have all the 
details required to answer the last 
part of your question. 

We will ask them to contact you so 
as to pass on the detail of what 
further work is required in this area, 
including traffic management 
requirements and proposed dates. 
Kind regards 
Network Management 
County Highways 
Communities Group 
Warwickshire County Council 
Tel: 01926 412515 
www.warwickshire. gov.uk 


I have subsequently requested 
clarification as to the extenuating 
circumstances that caused the overrun 
and am waiting a reply along with an 
update on the new works that are being 
planned at the site. 

Colin Winston 
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Percy Barnett, the signal man in Milcote 


Signal Box circa 1955 





WELFORD AFTER THE WARS 
The articles on Remembrance in the 
last edition of Welford Matters 
reminded me that with so many men 
dying from fighting in the Ist World 
War, or from influenza following the 
conflict, there was mounting pressure 
on the government to introduce some 
sort of benefit for widows. However it 
wasn't until 1925 that the Widow's 
Pension was finally introduced. It was 
paid at a rate of 10 shillings (now 50 
pence) a week. 

It could be picked up from the local 
Post Office, which existed in most 
villages in those days. At that time the 
Welford Post Office was located in a 
house called Devon House, just down 
from the Shakespeare Inn on Chapel 
Street. A lot of people like me, who 
grew up after the war had a number of 
aunties, but fewer uncles. 

Following the 2nd World War, men 
who returned were given land by the 
Gloucester diocese. Nowadays new 
houses have been built on much of this 
land. The produce grown was taken to 
Milcote Station, located where the 
Greenway crosses the road from 
Weston to Clifford Chambers. From 
there it went by rail to the Birmingham 
markets, or on the Cornishman down 
to Bristol and the South West. In 
Bidford, returning soldiers got half an 
acre from the church and the same 
from the Lord of the Manor. 

Cllr Peter Barnes 


CHANGING TIMES 

Extract from Warwickshire Villages by Lyndon F. Cave. 
“Welford-on-Avon situated in a loop of the meandering 
river lost its original rustic charm decades ago, and is now a 
commuters’ paradise where the old cottages are sometimes 
hard to find among the extensive new housing 
developments, its river banks disfigured in places by 
caravans and waiting for the large-scale mooring facilities 
for boats which will surely come as the number of craft 
increases with the recent re-opening of the Upper Avon 
Navigation. A village whose old cottages are sometimes 
over-restored, looking neat and trim like a film set in 
contrast to more easy-going villages further away from 
Shakespeare’s Avon to whom it is perhaps not so important 
to be a ‘Best Kept Village’; a place where today the demand 
for new housing sites is almost insatiable, creating problems 
for the planners who wish to try and improve the village’s 
conservation area.” 

The above could have been written recently but one or 
two of the references in the paragraph might give the longer 
established residents a clue to the fact that it is not from a 
recent publication. I found the book in a local charity shop 
and the title page shows that it was published in 1976. 
Some forty-three years later we are still bemoaning the fact 
that the demand for new housing is almost insatiable. 

The remainder of the entry for Welford continues: 

“The traveller from the north crosses the narrow and 
precarious Binton Bridge, passing the new housing to reach 
the original village centre and its popular inns: The Bell, 
The Shakespeare and The Four Alls, lacking its old sign 
depicting the King who rules over all, the Parson who prays 
for all, the Soldier who fights for all, and the Farmer who 
pays for all. Among the thatched cottages is the village 
chestnut tree and the much photographed red, white and 
blue maypole around which small school children dance on 
May Day, continuing a custom revived in the last century 
by folk song and dance enthusiasts. Past still more 
picturesque cottages is the parish church of St. Peter, 
originally approached under the oldest lych gate in England, 
which is now rebuilt. The first church was built in 1069, 
being replaced by a Norman church features of which 
survived Gilbert Scott in 1866, and it stands in a well- 
wooded landscape almost turning its back on the rest of this 
expanding village first founded by the monks of the priory 
of Deerhurst in Gloucestershire: the reason why, until 
earlier this century, Welford was also in that county.” 

The book’s author, Lyndon F. Cave, known as Toby, died 
in 2014. I knew Toby slightly when I worked at the 
Shakespeare Centre Library and Archives as well as 
through my voluntary role as Secretary of the Dugdale 
Society - I wonder what Toby would say about Welford 
today. 

Cathy Millwood 


Welford on Avon Methodist Church 


Welford Methodist Church Services 


all at 11 am unless otherwise indicated 


January 
Sunday 6th Morning Worship led by 
Mr & Mrs S Farmery 
Sunday 13th Holy Communion led by 
Rev Audrey Simpson 
Sunday 20th Morning Worship led by Mr. Alan Cooper 
Sunday 27th No Service. Worship at 10.30am at 
Stratford, Bidford or Mickleton. 


February 
Sunday 3rd Morning Worship led by 
Mr. Graham Hollowell. 
Sunday 10th Holy Communion led by 
Rev. Audrey Simpson 
Sunday 17th Morning Worship led by 
Miss Lilian Fitton. 
Sunday 24th No Service. Worship at 10.30am at 


Stratford, Bidford or Mickleton. 


We would like to thank everyone who supported our 
Christmas Fair on the 8th. December 2018, which helped 
to make it such a success. 


rok Men’s Breakfast [el 


Come along and enjoy some good 
company with a full English Breakfast. 
on the first Saturday of the month: 
2™ February 
2" March 
6” Apeil 
10am — 11ish 
in 
The Church Rooms, Church Lane, 
Welford on Avon 


SR ARKRAR 


possible contact an reo 751546 0 ar fo te aren cnr 
the week before fb cenit 
Free of charge atthough donations welcome 
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WELFORD GARAGE eo) ee ay HO 


Flowers For All Occasions 


4 A preiiadeed and Ish) aero Woe Peoria: Edited, ci ketal aad) Stitt foie 


Service & Repairs (all makes) © Traditional and hand ted bouquets # Gift Baskets 
@ Funeral Tributes ®@ Wedding Flowers 


@ Cut flowers and arrangements for home or business 
@ Festive wreaths and gifts. 


MOT Free delivery within. a five mile radius of Welford on Avon 


im N Telephone: Yvonne on 01789 750929 


Petrol Sales 


as Milla Jackson 
Logs, Coal, Calor Gas Painting & Decorating Service 
Opening hours | No job too big or small 


Monday - Friday /;20 am - 6:00 pan ; Professional Service 


Binton Road, Welford-on-Aveon 
O1789 750200 
www.welfordgarage.co.uk 07821 792943 01789 750879 


Salligue The ‘conservatory alternative' 


awnings, glasstooms These German engineered bespoke glass rooms 
g ver andas allow you to fully enjoy your garden all year 


gy, Add a beautiful glass roof to your home} 
i to create a veranda 


i a The modular construction allows you to 
i. create your perfect ambient outdoor 
environment with the addition of 


seamless sliding glass doors, 
elegant sunshades, 
ambient lighting and radiant heaters 
‘enjoy the outside, inside’! 


Steel reinforced aluminium frame 
available in 56 standard colours 





Wellesbourne oem. Moyet Wang a 


A quick look at the local map reveals 
eight RAF WW? airfields within a 10 
mile radius of Stratford. A few of our 
residents may remember these 
airfields being used in anger while far 
fewer will have witnessed their 
construction. They are visible on 
maps but are frequently 
hidden from the road. We 
pass them regularly without 
realising they are there and 
with little idea of the key 
roles these airfields played 
for the Allies in WW2. 

Some airfields have 
maintained flying functions since the 
war, while others became business 
parks or storage facilities. A few 
reverted to agricultural use and some 
have proved ripe sites for housing 
developments, so the visual evidence 
of their presence is rapidly 
disappearing. 


Significantly, April 1st this year 
saw the 100th anniversary of the 
creation of the Royal Air Force. It 
thus seemed an appropriate time for 
the our local history society to 
highlight the importance of these 
airfields before they disappear from 





A\ Wallington Somoar 


sight for ever. To this end we have 
invited Peter Howarth, who is a 
Director of the Airfield Research 
Group as well as having a day job as 
Head of Design for Cranfield 
Aerospace Solutions, to talk to our 
Society on 22nd February this year. 
He plans to explain why there are so 





many airfields in our area, how they 
were designed and constructed and 
what their roles were in the War 
effort. 

There was a large international 
dimension to the young men and 
women who trained and worked here 
and our speaker will 
illustrate some of the key 
military actions with which 
our local airfields were 
involved and the costs in 
human lives. We believe this 
talk will provide a 
fascinating insight into an 
important and fairly recent aspect of 
our local history that had 
consequences for us all. It will be 
given in Welford and Weston 
Memorial Hall at 7:30 pm on 22nd 
February. Non Society members are 
most welcome at the modest fee of £3. 
Mike Kearsey 
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Community 





Memorial Hall 


The Hall has had a busy few weeks 
over the festive period. 

At the end of November, Southerly 
Park Estates in Binton, again provided 
the village with a fine Christmas tree 
to get the festive period off to a flying 
start. This was erected on the Ist of 
December and the Hall was decorated 
in readiness for the sell-out Christmas 
Party on the 8th of December. Nearly 
70 people attended, and much feasting 
and dancing ensued. Alan Smart led 
the gathering with some festive carols 
and a rousing rendition (after a bit of 
coaxing) of “The 12 days of Christmas”. 
A great time was had by all. 

In November, we made a 
submission to the Warwickshire 
County Council - Councilors Grant 
Fund to ask for support with the cost 
of upgrading the Hall lighting to LED 
fittings to help reduce running costs 
and become more energy efficient. We 
were delighted to hear that we had 
been allocated money from the fund, 
supported by Mike Brain (WCC) to 
help fund this installation. In addition, 
a UK lighting manufacturer is also 
helping towards the costs of providing 
light fittings and new emergency exit 
signage. We are hoping to complete 
this project in the first quarter of 2019. 


In November we had some 
challenges with the electrics in the hall 
with nuisance tripping of the residual 
current circuit breaker — such that it 
could not be reset, and half of the 
power and lighting to the hall could 
not be restored. Not an ideal situation 
to run a Pilates class in the dark with 
no heating or lighting ! 

Simon Hart (Electrical) managed to 
isolate the circuit with the fault and get 
the power and most of the lighting 
back on. Identifying the root cause of 
the problem proved to need a bit of 
detective work ! It was eventually 
traced to the fact that a squirrel had 
gotten into the loft space above the 
main Hall entrance and eaten the 
insulation from the cable in the roof 
space causing a short circuit, tripping 
the breaker and thankfully not causing 
a fire — as the squirrel had built a nest in 
the fiberglass insulation, over the cable! 

SDC Pest Control are now on the 
case to evacuate the culprit. So, whilst 
squirrels in winter look very cute on 
Christmas cards — they seems to like to 
eat PVC wiring insulation ! 
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Cress Hill Past 
and Present 


Two church towers can be seen, 
a wooded hillside clad in green, 
The river Avon winding past, 
gently flowing; never fast, 

A picnic table inviting you, 
to share the panoramic view... 


Not quite the Bard; however, it’s 
not completely beyond the realms 
of possibility that he may well have 
been familiar with this place, which 
is, of course, Cress Hill. It’s an area 
of land about half a mile from the 
village centre and of about two 
hectares in size which rises steeply 
at a point where a river bluff gives 
way to grazing meadows. At 55 
metres above sea level it’s a rare 
vantage point over the village of 
Welford on Avon and the beautiful 
surrounding Warwickshire 
countryside. This fantastic village 
amenity is owned and managed by 
Welford Parish Council, as it has 
been since it was purchased in 1959 
by the then chairman, Gilda Gray, 
who had the foresight to see the 
benefits that such a natural beauty 
spot would have for the villagers. 
In the intervening years the care and 
maintenance of this difficult terrain 
has been undertaken by a variety of 
differing groups at different times. 
Warwickshire Wildlife Trust, the 
Rural Community Council, the 
Countryside Commission, grants 
from Local Authorities, Countryside 
Stewardship agreements as well as 
receiving awards and prizes from 
competitions organised for example 
by Calor Gas Conservation and 
Villages Ventures to name but a 
few. 

They spent their time and made 
great efforts, working against the 
forces of nature, to maintain this 
village asset in a natural and unspoilt 
state as a village amenity. > 


Additionally, volunteers from 
Welford have worked over the years 
with tree planting, wildflower 
planting, levelling of the plateau 
area, provision of roadside parking 
— the list is endless. One particularly 
difficult time was when the area had 
to be closed off in 2001 because of 
the Foot and Mouth outbreak which 
resulted in no maintenance work 
being undertaken, consequently the 
following year there was a need for 
much catch-up work to be done. 
Today Cress Hill is still maintained 
by the Parish Council with a 
Councillor Representative, Colin 
Barbour, and a local enthusiast, 
Dereck Tribe, supported by the 
Community Payback teams from 
Warwickshire & West Mercia 
Probation service. The Parish 
Council now have a 5 year 
development plan for Cress Hill to 
ensure its maintenance is part of 
normal business and to introduce 
more picnic benches and 
community related activities. It can 
be easily accessed via a delightful 
walk along the Avon Valley Way 
from the bottom of Mill Lane and 
from the Barton road where there is 
parking for a few cars. 

Since the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee 
in 2012 the land has been known as 
Queen Elizabeth II Field in Trust. 
Please do take a walk with the kids 
one weekend and discover what 
beauty lies right on your doorstep as 
people have in the past and will 
continue to do so in the future. 

Joy Frey, Simon Carter and 
Dereck Tribe 





The Parish Church of St Peter 


South Warwickshire 
‘Benefice’ 


I’m often asked what a “Benefice’ means. Quite simply it means that we are a 
family of churches that work closely together and share a vicar. As a family 
we have a number of church buildings - in Lower Quinton (which also serves 
the village of Admington), Long Marston, Welford-on-Avon and Weston-on- 
Avon. In addition we run activities on Meon Vale. 


Everyone is an important member of our Church family — whether you’ve 
been coming all your life or have never been. That is the great beauty of the 
Church of England — it works on a parish system - and is there for everybody 
at whatever stage of life they are at! So don’t be afraid of making contact with 
us. You can find our contact details at www.achurchnearyou.com 

We have recently spent some time planning and discussing how we can 
make sure that there is something for everyone each Sunday across the 
Benefice. Everyone is very welcome to choose whatever and wherever suits 
them. The table below gives you an idea of what is happening each week - do 
come along and join in. If you’ve got any other ideas do get in touch with us. 


Sunda Sere Sc8cdule trom February B19 


Wek ] Linton Long Fe aeslor Wollord ] Wiolen Baers Worle 


4 lan k Pare aT k rare 4° "Saturday" 


May I take this opportunity to wish you a peaceful and joy-filled 2019. 
Hope to see you soon 
Ros 


January | February 2019 * Welford Matters 25 


DOUGLAS LEWIS TREE COMPANY 
Established 1980. 


For all aspects of tree & hedge work 


Local and reliable Farnily Business 
Free Quotations 
Tree condition reports 
4/7 yeors experience 
FULLY INSURED 


01789 751245 
Boron Rood, Welford on Awan 


BRIAN SMITH 


PAINTER & DECORATOR 


Intenor & Exterior 
Reasonable Rates 


For a free quotation, please call: 
01789 772077 of OF 790 O87 219 of OF 760 192828 


FURNITURE RESTORATION 
Antique and Modern Furniture Restored 
By Craftsman Charles Bamett 
a French & Wax Polishing # Furniture Stripped 
a Desks Re Leathered =m Locks opened & keys cut 
a Brass Polishing a Insurance work a speciality 
Estabished 1975 


Phone Work 01789 266469 Mobile 07792 423343 
Workshop RiO? Shakespeare St Strafford upon Avan CV37 BRN 


Call Karen today to arrange a 
consultation. 





Betsy Harmony sel 


r 
rd 


Carrick 


Despite the wild, wet and windy 
conditions, a few brave souls turned 
up to enjoy the music and help raise 
money for the Shakespeare Hospice 
on 15th December. Betsy Harmony 
kicked things off with a variety of 
Christmas songs and oldies but 
goodies. Antonia Kirby followed 
with some of her own compositions 
while her charming 2- year old 
daughter offered encouragement. 
Roger Dipple offered a selection of 
popular classic songs with his own 
backing tracks and then Carrick 
(Carrie and Rick) set a folksy tone 
with some lovely harmonies and 
instrumental variety. 

Nick Atkinson gave us some 
accomplished renditions with a 
country flavour and then we were 
treated to some uplifting choral music 
from seven members of the Crystal 
Gospel Choir, who delivered a range 
of Christmas songs and finished with 
a rousing version of “Happy”. Roger 


| 
Antonia Kirby 


Crystal Gospel Choir 


then wound things up with some up- 
tempo classics. 

Thanks to all the artists and those 
who attended for raising £319 on the 
night for Shakespeare Hospice. As 
usual particular thanks go to the 
Shakespeare Inn for hosting Simon & 
Adj Hart for organising and Roger 
Dipple for providing the sound 
system and the write up. 


The first of what is hoped to be 
regular sessions of live music was 
held on 8th January with Roger and 
Colin from local band Loose Covers 
and Andy Hatcher from Small Doses 
on bass, who played through a 
repertoire of songs from their 
respective set lists. The musicians 
certainly enjoyed themselves and 
fortunately the audience seemed to 
enjoy it as well. There was not a large 
turnout as it was just after the festive 
season and also “dry” January, 
however, the numbers were swelled 





later on by the arrival of the Parish 
Councillors who called in for a pint 
after their meeting. Hopefully as word 
spreads future sessions will be better 
attended both by other musicians and 
also members of the audience. So if 
you are a singer or play an instrument 
or would just like to listen please 
come and join us at the next session 
on Tuesday 5th February. 
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The River Avon 


The River Avon and Welford 


PART 7 - BINTON BRIDGES 
From earliest times there has been a 
river crossing at Welford with a ford 
preceding the first record of a bridge in 
the 13th century when there was a 
narrow packhorse bridge only part way 
across from the northern, Binton, side 
where there was an island. The bridge, 
without parapet walls, continued over a 
long period to be the only river crossing 
within a distance of five to six miles. 
The land on the south bank belonged to 
the Duke of Dorset and on the north 
bank to the Marquis of Hertford, so the 
bridge was in constant use by the 
tenants of both; landowners and 
inhabitants carrying their grain and 
produce to market. 

Tenants of land bordering the river 
were obliged to keep the bridge in 
repair in lieu of tithes but records from 
Warwick Sessions show that this was 
not always done. Examples were in 
‘1674 — Epiphany Sessions — Edward 
Selles of Welford, for not repairing the 
part of stone bridge in Binton’ and in 
the same year at the Easter sessions 
‘John Welles of Old Stratford for not 
repairing the causeway leading to and 
between Binton Bridges’. 

The first reference to a stone bridge 
is in the early part of the 18th century. 
There were disbursements for repairs to 
Binton Bridges for stone, lime and 
other materials: 1726 to John Silvester; 
1727 to John Silvester, fieldsman; 1730 
to Surveyors of Highways. 

Evidently the situation was 
becoming unsatisfactory by 1783 when 
William Silvester, owner of several aits 
or islands in the river, took down the 
horse bridge. He then built a series of 
small stone bridges just wide enough 
for wagons to pass over. There was a 
tollgate at the south end and an 
unofficial toll of one shilling was 
charged for each journey. 

This bridge, in turn, fell into a very 
bad state of repair through much use 
and bad weather conditions, causing the 


river to flood. Sometimes the water 
covered the bridge for up to six to eight 
weeks at a time. Conditions were so 
dangerous, and travellers so impeded, 
that in about 1790 a number of local 
inhabitants met together and an 
important decision was taken. A 
petition was organised and presented: 

“To the most Noble John Frederick 
Duke of Dorset. 

The Humble petition of your graces 
tenants and other landholders and 
principal inhabitants of the parishes of 
Welford and Weston on Avon and also 
the landholders and principal 
inhabitants of the parishes of Quinton, 
Mickleton, Broadmarston, Pebworth, 
Long Marston, Dorsington, Bickmarsh 
and Barton and other adjacent places 
in the counties of Warwick and 
Gloucester”. 

It goes on to describe very fully the 
difficulties and dangers of crossing the 
bridges owing to ‘a most dreadful state 
of repair’. John Boyce, a carrier and 
inhabitant of Welford, fell with his 
horse into a deep and rapid stream and 
was catried 200 yards before being 
driven into a holly bush. Later, the 
same man was thrown in with his team 
of horses. William Sale, a butcher, was 
washed off the bridge and drowned. 
Two men and a boy on two horses were 
swept away but succeeded in landing in 
a meadow. Thomas Osborn had a team 
of horses and a wagon overturned into 
the water, drowning one horse. William 
White had a similar accident while 
William Sandiford ‘servant to your 
Grace’ overturned his wagon, losing his 
load of coals and nearly lost his life — 
‘and many other accidents too 
numerous to mention’. 

The petition goes on “humbly to pray 
his Grace to give his support, in 
conjunction with the most Honourable 
Francis Seymour Conway, Marquis of 
Hertford’ to get a new bridge built ‘at 
the charges of the Counties of 
Gloucester and Warwick’. 
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Sixty seven men signed the petition 
which ultimately failed. 

The original petition, unfortunately 
undated, is in the Stratford Record 
Office and well worth reading if you 
have some time to spare. 

The fight went on. A document, also 
in the Record Office, dated 1st October 
1802, in the reign of George III, 
relating to Binton Bridges described 
them as ‘unsafe and dangerous’ to 
people, horses and cattle. Needing a 
fence or wall at the sides of the bridges 
“yet are very low, ruinous, broken and 
in great decay for want of due 
reparation’ 

Mention is made of the Four Alls, 
owned by a Mr J Edkins, who was 
collecting tolls from the bridge, and a 
certain J Slatter of Priors Salford both 
being responsible for maintaining the 
bridge. Some of the aits in the river on 
the Binton side were known as Slatter’s 
aits. A case was brought against Edkins 
and Slatter ‘to repair and amend the 
common bridge and road or 
causeway.....also to make a proper 
fence or wall each side of the common 
bridge’. The bridge consisted of several 
small arches (without parapet walls) 
over part of the river between island 
and island. 

However, by the 2nd August 1804 
progress was being made towards 
resolving the bridge problem. An 
agreement between John Edkins, 
Thomas Hunt of Stratford, William 
Bayliss of Welford and John Tommes 
of Long Marston who are committed to 
the provision of £200, raised by 
subscription, towards the building of 
new Binton Bridges. John Edkins to 
relinquish to Hunt, Bayliss and 
Tommes and their heirs all rights and 
title to the aforementioned bridge and 
the taking of tolls. The amount they 
should pay Edkins to be decided by two 
adjudicators — James Clarke of 
Evesham and John Whitehead of 
Barford. 
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A similar agreement of 16th August 
was made with Anne Slatter of Salford, 
widow of John Slatter and it said: 

“Anne Slatter by reason of the tenure 
of lands near adjoining bound to repair 
those parts lying in the county of 
Warwick (the Binton side) which are 
now lately under indictment on account 
of their ruinous state. Hunt, Bayliss and 
Tomes will endeavour to raise money 
by subscription for the purpose of 
repairing said bridge and making the 
same of sufficient breadth for carriages 
and the public — providing Ann Slatter 
will relinquish all sight and interest in 
which she had and in the same by the 
taking of tolls. She will agree to pay the 
costs of the indictment - to which Ann 
Slatter has agreed. In consideration of 
aforesaid and in consideration of the 
sum of 5/- to the said Ann Slatter she 
agreed that she, her heirs or any other 
person relinquish rights to the bridge 
and any tolls and also the ground and 
soil whereon the same stands”. 

There was the condition in each 
agreement that payment to Edkins and 
Slatter would be made subject to the 
needed funds to rebuild the bridges 
being raised. 

The subscription, total unknown, had 
to be raised by Ist January 1805 
otherwise the document became null 
and void and it seems this must have 
been successful as there is an account 
for work carried out relating to the 
bridge between 1804 and 1808 by an 
unnamed person - one item for 3rd 


September 1804 — “Myself and lad 
helping Mr Bushell to take 
measurements of the bridge” and later, 
on July 21st 1808, “For beer — 1/-.” 

From that time there is a very 
interesting drawing, undated, of a 
proposed bridge showing how it would 
look from the upstream side, so 
Warwickshire is on the right side and 
Gloucestershire (as it then was) on the 
left. The dot shows where the boundary 
is in the middle of the river. The length 
of bridge on the Gloucestershire side is 
71 yards and on the Warwickshire side 
100 yards. Here, the space between the 
arches is shown as 50 yards. Curiously 
the width of the bridge on the 
Warwickshire side is 12 feet, on the 
other side it is only 8ft 9in. The scale of 
the drawing is one inch to every 16 
yards. 

The most interesting feature is this 
“Turn Bridge’ and fortunately there is a 
quotation from a William Hunt. 

‘The estimate of Binton Bridge, with 
making the bridge of a level from the 
corner of Edkins house to about three 
yards above that ditch that runs from 
Binton and making it 15 feet clear 
betwixt the posts forming six new 
arches or culvers and pitching the 
surface from one end to the other and 
cramping the coping down according 
as the model shown. Putting a good oak 
drawbridge that may be opened with 
ease with a good oak single post and 
rail on both sides all across well 
painted. With begging leave to have 
some soil from the other side of 
Evesham Road to fill up with and 
taking the old bridge as it is. Will build 
and complete the same above for the 
sum of £965.10.0 and will keep the 
whole in repair for two years from the 


time it is finished and if the flood 
should damage it in that time I will 
repair it and then help keep that part in 
repair for two years after’. 

The quote does not seem to have 
been accepted as a later drawing from 
1849 shows a bridge without a 
drawbridge and a different number of 
arches. 

In the last century further changes 
were made for safety reasons. A culvert 
was made near the Four Alls, easing the 
flood situation. In 1980 the bridge was 
widened and strengthened at a cost of 
£25,000 and a footpath was added. 
From an article in the Herald we are 
told ‘Civic leaders at Stratford are 
maintaining their stand against a 
scheme by Warwickshire County 
Council to widen Binton Bridges. The 
county council has the scheme in its 
capital programme and has scheduled 
the major part of the work for 1985/6’. 
The district council’s planning 
department thought improvements in 
other area should take priority. It also 
felt that improvements to the bridges 
would bring extra traffic through 
Welford, which is a conservation area. 
Cllr Percy Wheeler said the longer the 
narrow bridge remained as it was the 
less the chance of heavier traffic using 
it. There was no point in the county 
wasting money on something the 
residents did not want. 

Barrie Russell 
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4 Charlotte Ward 
Physiotherapy 


Experienced physiotherapist providing 
thorough assessment and treatment for a 
wide variety of conditions including: 


* Muscle and joint pain 

: Sports’ injuries 

= Whiplash 

* Hick pain 

» Low back palin and sciatica 

" Headaches 

* Rehabilitation following surgery and fracture 

| APritic problems such a ostegarthritis of hig kes 


«Work related pain 
re: 07714583533 
Email: charlotteward?28@btintennet.com oe 


Clinics in: Welford on Avon and 
Wildmoor Spa 
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} WE CAN HELP YOU MAKE YOUR HOUSE A HOME! 


Interior design service, free measuring and advice, bespoke curtains and blinds. 
ro} Betessional fi fitting. furniture, accessories and much mare in cure showroom. 


— «Ul TSs 2647 73 =  — 
fr info(@abfabinteriors. co.uk 
—_ l " wewretabfabinteriors couk 
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Visit us at The Shopping Courtyard, Stratford Garden Centre, Clifford Chambers 
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JESSICA STEVENS 
PHOTOGRAPHY 





jessicastevensphotography.com 


Timeless and relaxed professional photograp hy 





Cimitect Jessen 
jesicoeiiessicasbevensphobography com 
orrhy THe yf CPM La ous 
5 Headond Close, Welford on Avon, CV¥47 SEU 





MILCOTE ROAD 

We all remember the Milcote Road 
closure in December which caused 
MAJOR problems. During the planning 
process and to make this location a 
“sustainable site” the Planning Inspector 
said that a footway had to be put in on 
the side of the narrow Milcote Road. 
This is to be done in April 2019 and we 
are assured that the works are this time 
under WCC control. I have asked for 
minimum interference to traffic flow 
with the use of traffic lights. I have also 
told them that the edges of Milcote Lane 
are to be repaired. An officer will keep 
me updated and I will email you all 
again (that are on the system) to keep 
you updated as it progresses. 

If you want to be on the email list 
please email me on 
Peter.barnes@stratford-DC.gov.uk. 

While on the subject of Milcote 
Road, they appear to have put an 
electricity supply in at Gladman’s field 
next door and gone past the new 
development - what a silly mistake! At 
the time of writing the Gladman outline 
planning application has now come 
forward for up to 35 dwellings. Both 
the Parish Council and myself will be 
working together, like before, to get it 
refused. Look out for my email and you 
can support us in stopping this most 
unwanted development. 


B&Q 

Some two years ago, at planning 
committee, I did not support the B&Q 
store in Stratford being taken down & 
three large ones being put in its place. 
Other members, however, did and after 
a battle (with help from the NHS 
Manager who came and spoke in 
support as old people need something 
to do for health reasons) and with 
senior officers in talks with the cabinet, 
it was decided that B&Q could stay. 

I am told that they are looking at a 
new site in Stratford. I did not use 
them before but I do now. 

Nice news for the new year! 


BIN THEFT 
It is at this time of the year that, after the 
dustman has emptied your bin, someone 
takes it before you can put it in the back. 
If this does happen please report it to the 
police and get a crime number and 
when you ring 267575 you will get a 
free one. Otherwise I think it is £40 for 
a replacement. Hope it doesn’t happen 
to you. 


RURAL CRIME ADVISOR 

We are very pleased to have supported 
this new post and even with all the cuts, 
the SDC have moved in this direction. I 
have spoken to the new crime advisor 
have had a number of meetings with 
her. She knows the area. 

Emily Naismith (Rural Crime 
Advisor) Switchboard: +44 (0)1789 
267575, Direct line +44 (0)1789 
260625, emily.naismith@stratford- 
dc.gov.uk, stratford.gov.uk 

With an increase in rural crime 
among the community the charge for 
police went up by nearly 7% and I did 
write to the police authority for 
improvements. However, due to the 
problems in the area the SDC have got a 
new officer to help before, and after, a 
crime is committed. She has been in 
place for a few months now and farmers 
have been helped, together with 
residents (with CCTV camera 
prevention and other gadgets). PLEASE 


District Councillor's Report 


CALL HER and if you do have a 
problem, leave her a message. 


400 HOMES ON AIRFIELD 

Eight parish councils did not support 
this on the basis of road infrastructure 
and no rail link. I spoke and told them of 
my concerns on the B4632 through 
Clifford. A consultant, employed by the 
council, said the cost of road 
improvement and tidying up the site 
were an extra cost. I did not agree, but 
the committee voted it for approval 4 to 
3. As a ward member I could only speak 
and not vote. 

We were very concermed that the 
35% affordable homes that is 
government policy had been cut to half, 
when there is a great need for rented 
homes. With shops and a good bus 
service (like Meon Vale) it would be the 
best place for young people with only 
one car. Most of the homes, however, 
were 4 and 5 bedrooms on the open 
market. We do desperately need 
affordable homes in our villages, but 
with no bus service and only small 
shops it is not ideal. 

We are told that road improvements 
will be done before the first homes are 
sold. We shall keep them to this. 


THE ANIMAL RESEARCH SITE AT 
LUDDINGTON 

This has been sold and a new planning 
application will be coming soon. We 
have asked for not more than 20 homes 
and some bungalows. The developers 
will be coming to the village hall with 
their plans. See you there! (when a date 
has been agreed). 


TIP FOR CLEANING THE DOOR 
GLASS ON A WOOD BURNER 
We used to wipe it with a wet kitchen 
roll, but I have learnt from my cleaner, 
when my wife was poorly, that if you 
put some ash on the kitchen roll, it 
makes a wonderful clean screen. 
Thanks, cleaner! 

Cllr Peter Barnes 
peter.barnes@stratford-dc.gov.uk 
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Helena Bowyer 
Footcare 








A full range of professional Foot Care 
Services are offered, including: - 
« Com and Callus removal. 


« Nail problems. 
+ Diabetic Foot Care. 


+ Fungal Nails 
« Skin Conditions. 
+ General treatment, 
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surgery Open Monday to Thursday 
TEL: 01789-614714 


WEB: www.the-bowyers.co.uk 
EMAIL: footcare@the-bowyers.co.uk 


Old Police House, Evesham Road, Binton, 
Stratford-upon-Avon. CV37 9TE 





Pre-loved fashion 
to buy or sell 


the af 
wardrobe 


Our opening times are: 


Wednesday = Saturday: 1.00 ame4 O0pm 


callus on OT789 750551 

Or Visit us online at 

www. thewardrobeshop.cowuk 
The Old Post Office, Church. Lane, 


Weliond on Avon, Warwick 


COTSWOLD 





UPHOLSTERY 
Serving the Cotswolds and 
surrounding areas 


* Re-Upholstery - wide range of 


fabrics and leather 
* Wing Arm Chairs, Suites, 
Chaise Longue 
* Loose Covers 
* Frame/Spring Repairs 










Call us on 
01789 621156 
or 07956 910701 


Over J0 pears aapeience 
Domestic and Commercial 


7 days a week - 8.00am to 9.00pm 


A Very Happy, 
Healthy and 
Prosperous New 
Year 


WESTON HOUSE , 
MILCOTE LANE, 
WELFORD ON 
AVON - ROAD 
CLOSURE 

I’ve received 
numerous apologies 
for the inconvenience 
caused by bad 
management of the 
situation and I have spent many hours and site visits to get 
them to see sense with diversions, which were never going 
to be ideal. We withdrew the road closure until the 
management and diversions were properly in place. The 
main reason for a full closure was the depth and 
positioning of the sewer - 2.5 meters. I now need to make 
sure that the promise to repair damaged verges etc are 
completed as soon as possible. 

STOP PRESS 
Since writing the above to meet the Welford Matters 
deadline. I have now received these emails on 10/01/19 
From WCC Officers :- 

‘Dear Mike - I have been told that the repairs to Milcote 
Lane will be completed this weekend (11/01/19 /13/01/19 
). We will get our inspector to check the repairs on 
Saturday and Monday. We do not have a date for the 
works on three way signals as we have put their works on 
hold until the repairs are completed”’. 

“Good Afternoon All - Apologise for the late response. At 
this moment in time I am unsure when Milcote Road will 
be closed again as these works will be managed by our 
Design Services department who I will ask to keep you 





informed. They are currently unsure how long the works 
will take as they have appointed a contractor to carry out 
the works” 

I can only apologise for the lack of information at the 
moment” 


WELFORD ON AVON PRIMARY SCHOOL 

A very welcome Unanimous Approval at WCC 
Regulatory Committee on 8th January, where as a 
committee member I supported the planning application 
for a new school hall and provision of a nursery facility. 
This has taken longer than expected, which has been very 
frustrating for all involved, but hopefully we will see 
commencement ASAP and I will be keeping a close eye 
on progress. Well done to everyone involved. 


County Councillor's Report 


POLICING 
As a member of the Police & Crime Commissioners Panel 
I still have serious concerns around the breakdown of the 
alliance between Warwickshire and West Mercia 
Constabularies, which has worked well with significant 
savings, so it’s difficult to understand why the West 
Mercia P&CC has made this decision? Nevertheless our 
Commissioner has reassured us that policing won’t be 
comprised. 
“Reassurance given that local policing will be unaffected 
by the alliance changes” 
“ The nature of crime is changing and the way our 
communities are policed needs to reflect that, while also 
recognising that the public rightly expects strong and 
visible community-based policing as its bedrock”. 
— Warwickshire PCC Philip Seccombe 

The four key objectives of my plan are:- 
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The Warwickshire Police Precept 2018/18 is likely to be 
£24 ( £2 a month for a D banded property) ,but 
consultation will be based on :- 


HOW MUCH EXTRA ARE YOU WILLING TO PAY 


T0 SUPPORT POLICING IN WARWICKSHIRE? 
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HEW POLICE OFFICER 
POSTS 


HAVE YOUR SAT AT: ww WARWICKSHIRE PCC GOV, UK 





SPEEDING 

I’ve had numerous meetings with residents, the Police & 
Crime Commissioner’s office and local councillors to 
discuss possible mitigation measures to reduce speeding 
traffic through the village and aggressive behaviour at > 
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ALICOLA MCI Nh 


We offer a range of treatments: 
* Dermalogica Skincare Treatments 


Non-Surgical Face Lifting 

» Professional Exfoliation 

* Led Laght Therapy 

+ Skin Tightening For Body & Face 
* Inch Loss For Body 

Shellac Manicures & Pedicures 


‘ Waxing a Threading 
> Eye Treatments 


* Sports Massage & Remedial Massage 





+ Acupuncture / Therapeutic Ultrasound * En. Syite Rathraons 
for Injuries — |_| * Country ‘Breakfast 
+ Pilates Ti Aining ao * Wi-Fi 
; : A lovely welcoming EAB located in tie ‘Beautiful 
- Private Treatment Room riverside village of Weston on Aron within easy reach of 
- Flexible Appointments Stratford upon Avon and the Cotswolds. 
- Established 1997 innibinat cxiel Feunirias 
- Binton, CW37 OTP h makers Ee tee 
Bintan, cy TP : j i Telephone or78arso688/07a09227600 

ww nicolameginnskincare.co.uk onal: ott yim musccouk 





wwaitiireewa rysfarmhouse.co, wk 








SEAN FEENEY 
Jurniture 





Furniture Designer ¢ Cabinet Maker 
Kumon's maths and English study Restorer of Fine Antiques 
programmes are tailored to your 
child's individual needs, nurturing 

a, Berry Hill Studio 
their independence and enthusiasm : 
Heston-on-Aven 
for learning. Stratfond-on-Avon 
Harwickshire C37 SX 


Molt award-winning Master Craftsman 


To unlock your child's potential, cantact 
your bocal Instructor for a freeeisseassment. 
Stratford-upon-Avon Study Centre 
Bob Mansfield 01789 772195 enquiries(a seanfeenevpurnitre. co.uk 
17 Plus - reserve. your place for next Se 


KUMCWIN 


Foes wary. Peas: refer io your lool study cenin. 


WFH2T FFU 362 





BLS I Gear Tact 


kumon.co.uk 





Ww secyeene iriure. co.uk 





priority locations. This was mainly following my 
commissioning of three covert surveys from my 
delegated budget to monitor traffic numbers and speed 
through the village. It will be no surprise that this 
monitoring revealed excess speed throughout the 
village with the worst being Binton Road. 

Whereas Speed Visors are not supported by WCC 
we have talked about various other alternatives, which 
are reported in the Parish Council’s report following a 
joint meeting with myself. 


REPORT HIGHWAY PROBLEMS 
Did you know that you can report any highway 
problems such as potholes by going direct to 
warwickshire.gov.uk/reporthighwayproblem 
When contacting WCC please describe the nature and 
location of the fault in as much detail as possible. It is 
useful to leave your contact details should one of our 
inspectors need to clarify the exact location of a fault. 
In an emergency please contact your local police 
station. 
Fault reports: 

* Potholes 

* Blocked drain or flooding problem 

¢ Mud, debris, or obstruction on the road 

¢ Dangerous tree or overgrown vegetation 

¢ Faulty or worn road markings 

¢ Faulty streetlights 

¢ Faulty traffic lights 

* Damaged, missing, or obscured road sign 

* Rights of way 

¢ Problems with road works 

* Ragwort 

¢ Tarmac footpath or pavement fault 

¢ Unsurfaced footpath, bridleway or byway fault 

¢ Faulty bridge or culvert 

¢ Severn Trent Water — sewer flooding 

¢ Abandoned vehicle 


WASTE & RECYCLING 
As the Portfolio Holder for the Districts Waste and 
Recycling I am very proud that we continue to be in the 
top 10 in the country for recycling (60+%) This is due 
to the efforts of residents recycling efficiently Thank 
You, but we can always do better. Please see below a 
new incentive to improve our Green Waste. 
Remember that the more we recycle the less goes to 
landfill, which alternately saves the council and council 
tax payer money. 

Food waste recycling - Feed your caddy and win 
prizes. The Feed Your Caddy campaign aims to get 
households recycling more of their food waste. 


County Councillor's Report 


Are you UJ in 
to Wine 


Feed your green bin 
to win monthly prizes 


arececwor sche gow wk Tooele 





Thousands of homes have access to a food waste collection as 
part of their kerbside recycling scheme. If you have a food 
waste caddy or bin at home, you could win fabulous prizes 
simply for using it! Are you in to win? Sign up to win 
monthly prizes at warwickshire.gov.uk/foodwaste 

As always you can contact me via my contact details below. 
Best Wishes 

Mike Brain 

mike.brain@stratford-dc.gov.uk 
mikebrain@warwickshire.gov.uk 
mikebrainuk@yahoo.co.uk 

Home: 01789 720728 

Mobile: 07980 308568 


BARN 
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NEED A MAN 
WITH A VAN ? 


Friendly and reliable service 
Pick up and delivery 
Local or nationwide anytime 
Fully insured 


We move anything, 
awywhere, awstine. 


Helping people feel better and We'll do the lifting and deliver! 
to become pain free. collect - locally or nationwide 





Dorn Haus Therapy Centre, of 
Stratford Garden Centra Shooging Vilage, Rupert 07548 882869 


Campden Road. CV37 8LW Scott 07597 636089 
dornhaus.co.uk 01789 266214 moveitdelivery@yahoo.com 





Aspire Beauty & Hair 
















Wie all deserve io be pampered and in this buss 
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Ian a Vell to Aspane Beauty & Hair Salon smuated upon 
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4 + recy. } 7 i 7 +e ; ere | Ty | 
Lonnie Beauty a Hair atlers a wide selection of alordable 
opeloeloe treaties inchiding bok: masse, facials amd 
DUIS AS Well a5 EDC bed WeatiMcms In GAL Incl. 
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we cin dise offer a mobile hairdressing service in wear own heme 


you ane snuck fora gift ides Aspire Bent Hair sell 
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yoke or old what betier gift than bem paumpered! 
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Lenire Beauty d& Hair will leave you bookie 
and fecling amazing 
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Wine & Me 
I’m going to hazard a guess that 
many of you are feeling rather like 
the husband at the moment. Winter is 
wearing thin and the short days are 
grey and cold. He is not the happiest. 
It will come as no surprise but we 
don’t “do” dry January. It’s enough 
that the house has lost all of its 
sparkly decorations and the roses tub 
is empty without giving up the vino 
too. 

I read many articles on both the 
harm and benefits of drinking wine. 
If you can practice moderate 
drinking, wine may be the secret to 
being skinny, happy and wise... 

Scientist Neil Shays research 
showed that wine may help with 
weight control as ellagic acid in wine 
helps reduce fat in your liver (a 
leading cause of obesity and not 
being able to lose weight). Ellagic 
acid dissolves into wines from oak 
barrels, so reaching for the Gran 
Reserva Rioja will provide a dose! 

Chemically speaking, alcohol 
stimulates the release of several 
neurotransmitters including 
serotonin, dopamine, and opioid 
peptides. These natural brain 
chemicals will produce pleasurable 
feelings like euphoria, reward, and 
well-being. The good news is that if 
you practice moderate drinking, you 
will feel this chemical release every 


time you have a drink. If you ‘over- 
drink’ however you can deplete your 
dopamine and serotonin levels, and it 
can actually lead to depression. So 
unsurprisingly it’s important to 
practice moderation. 

If that weren’t enough, people 
with a healthy, red wine habit have a 
great potential to prevent or delay 
cognitive decline with aging as 
shown by a 2014 study testing 7,153 
men and women, with a mean age of 
56, on attention, learning, and 
memory over a course of 10 years. 

It’s important to note that the 
people who drank wine also ate 
healthier foods, were better 
educated, exercised more, and held a 
healthier body-weight. So... 
basically, drinking red wine is part 
of an overall healthier lifestyle. Also, 
it’s important to keep in mind that 
the people who ‘over drank’ had the 
highest decline of brain power of the 
group. Once again moderation is the 
key word! If you are at all concerned 
about drinking too much please do 
visit the drinkaware website. 





on, 

So, in the spirit of moderation, 
we’ ve been treating ourselves to our 
favourites! Going for comfort wines, 
richer, bolder, spicier, and more 
complex than we would look for in 
the summer months. 


Food and Drink 


For example, a dear friend always 
makes us a chicken liver, brandy, 
cream and peppercorn pate for 
Christmas, it went perfectly with a 
Gewirztraminer I’ve had tucked 
away for a treat. Then we’ve pulled 
a dusty Saint Emilion from the rack 
to go with Nigels’ Beef Stew and 
paired a delicious Rioja Crianza with 
the Hairy Bikers Spicy Pork and 
Chorizo — perfect! 

We both find red wines 
comforting when it’s colder and this 
made me realise, as we move into 
February, that whilst red would be 
the perfect colour for Valentines, 
many people are drawn to 
Champagne and something pink. 
Chatting to a friend she commented 
that she finds it hard to choose a lush 
red that’s smooth enough to drink on 
it’s own. So might I offer a couple of 
suggestions? 

A favourite at almost every tasting 
I do is our Romanian Pinot Noir, so 
approachable, effortless, delicate 
fruit with hardly any tannin; it really 
is a joy to drink. For a real French 
treat, the husband absolutely loves a 
Gevrey-Chambertin, so that’s what 
I'll be picking up. 

I also have a lovely bottle 
awaiting the corkscrew as the 
husband scored a triumph by 
popping a bottle of Pomerol under 
the tree this year. Pomerol was 
recognized as a distinct region from 
Saint-Emilion in 1923. The smallest 
of the major fine wine regions in 
Bordeaux, it covers an area of 4 x 3 
kilometres only. Almost all the wine 
is estate bottled; with the 
predominant grape being Merlot 
(with a little Cabernet Franc). 
Velvety rich plum fruit with soft 
tannins, it’s rare to find a bad bottle 
and, of course, you could splash out 
the £3k on a Chateau Pétrus. 

If you would ever like any advice 
on wines for gifting please do not 
hesitate to get in touch. 

Kerry Williams 
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Music 


What' S On Stratford-upon-Avon Choral Society. 

7:30 pm Saturday 23rd March @ Holy Trinity Church, 
Tippett String Quartet, Emma Abbate piano Stratford-upon-Avon CV37 6BG 
3 pm Sunday 20th January @ Shakespeare Institute, 6 Beethoven Mass in C, Haydn Mass In Time of War. Joelene 
Church St, Stratford CV37 6HP Griffiths soprano, Chloe Pardoe mezzo, Daniel Joy tenor, 
Haydn Quartet in B minor Op 33 No 1, Dodgson Piano Malachy Frame baritone, The Regency Sinfonia, Stephen 


Quintet in C, Puccini Crisanthemi, Schumann Piano Quintet Dodsworth conductor. Tickets £15/£8 students from Holy 
in Eb Op 44. Tickets £18/£5 students from 01789 740791 Trinity bookshop, 01608 692049 and 


and stratfordchambermusic.co.uk stratfordchoral.tickets@gmail.com 

Soundbites : Lunchtime Concerts Stratford-upon-Avon Symphony Orchestra 

1 pm — 30 pm every Wednesday @ Holy Trinity church, 7:30 pm Sunday 24th March @ Mie PlayHouse, Rother St., 
Stratford upon Avon CV37 6BG Stratford-upon-Avon CV37 6LU 

06 Feb - Peggy Wu (RCM) piano Tchaikovsky 1812 Overture, Mendelssohn Violin Concerto, 
13 Feb - Laurens Macklon baritone and piano TchaikovskySymphony No 4. Sarah Sew violin, Dan 

20 Feb - Fumi Otsuki violin Watson conductor. Tickets £12 (£10), £6 children/£25 

27 Feb - Eiran Lewis (RCM) classical guitar family from www.stratfordsymphony.org.uk and door 

Free admission, retiring collection. Refreshments from 

12:30 pm (Friends of the Music of Holy Trinity Church, Small Doses (Rock Covers Band) 


Stratford) See stratford-upon-avon.org/soundbites for later Thursday 28th Mar @ Keys & Kitchen, Stratford 
changes 


Live Music Venues 


Anthony Brown saxophone, Leo Nicholson piano 


i Stratford Playhouse: newly relaunched as one of 
: pm 17th February @ Shakespeare Institute, 6 Church St, Stetted's prerbere vemres 01789 533900 - 
tratford CV37 6HP , stratfordplay.co.uk 
Programme will include works by Bartok, Gershwin and Stratford Jazz Club Be high uality ; t 
. ratford Jazz Club: organise high quality events on the 
Ibert. Tickets £18/£5 student from 01789 740791 and SecOnt MN Ue utfcdne days of every month from 
stratfordchambermusic.co.uk September to June now at the new Stratford Playhouse, 


Rother St. Of course don't forget the open mic jazz 
sessions they organise on the third Thursday of the 


Soundbites : Lunchtime Concerts month from’7:30 pm at the Other Place, Frée Entry! - 

1 pm — 1:30 pm every Wednesday @ Holy Trinity church, stratfordjazz.org.uk/whats-on 

Stratford upon Avon CV37 6BG The Shakespeare Inn: live acoustic evenings from 8 pm 

06 Mar - Musicians from KES every first Tuesday in the month. All welcome to sing, 

13 Mar - Andrew Harsley (RCM) cello play or just listen. 

20 Mar - Omnium Gatherum choir Keys & Heiss EY are - live music evely Thursday 
and most Sundays. For full programme vist 

27 Mar - Rebecca Grace soprano ee ereatere  oralots vee factnldevents 


Free admission, retiring collection. Refreshments from oi eee a Ste es 

f ; 25 tratford Ale House: Open mic evenings hoste u 
12.30pm (Friends of the Music of Holy Trinity Church Nicholas Challenger cee ad ee ih The Savon the y 
Stratford). See www.stratford-upon-avon.org/soundbites for month. Folk evenings every 1 and 3™ Wednesday of the 


later ch month. Live music Sundays from 5 pm to 7 pm. Now 

peace es? Pe uring Acoustheque phe st and aid Mondays of the 
month. For details see posts on Stratford Upon Avon 

The Guild Consort Chamber Choir Music Scene Group on Facebook. 

7:30 pm Saturday 16th March @ Holy Trinity Church, No 1 Shakespeare: Cocktail bar/Nightclub that also 

Stratford- upon-Avon, CV37 6BG hosts live music on a Frida evens 

Brahms Ein Deutsches Requiem. Tickets £10 on the door shakespeare-street-cocktailbar.co. 


(children free) from 01789 266316 stratford-upon-avon.org Cottage of Content: live music every Saturday night 
from Gran Open mic es from 9pm on the last Friday 
of every month with all welcome to bring along their 


Dante String Quartet talent and their instrument. - cottageofcontent.com 

7:30 pm Sunday 17th March @ Shakespeare Institute, 6 ; ? 
The Mason's Arms, Long Marston: occasional music 

Church St, Stratford CV37 6HP ; evenings and also for s een events — 01789 720586 - 

Haydn Quartet in G Op 33 No 5, Beethoven Quartet in E masons-arms-pub.co.u. 

ge Op 59 No 2, Shostakovich Quartet No 3 in F Op 73. The Cross Keys, Alcester: Live music most weekends - 

Tickets £18/£5 students from 01789 740791 and 01789 764389: Often advertised on the Stratford on 

stratfordchambermusic.co.uk von Music Scene grou 


1p on Facebook - 
facebook.com/groups/222 168531129315 
The Old Tramway, Inn, Shipston Road, Stratford: 


Occasional music nights - 01789 297593 
theoldtramwayinn.co.uk 


The Lamplighter, Rother Street, Stratford: Regular live 
music at weekends and some weekdays 01789 293071 
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Friends of Welford Matters 
Our growing band of friends! 
If you would like to join our growing band of supporters then 
please send your donation: 

¢ By cheque payable to Welford Matters and send to The 

Treasurer at Grists Orchard, High Street, Welford-on- 

Avon, Warwickshire, CV37 8EF; or 

¢ Directly by bank transfer to the account “Welford Matters”, 
sort code 40-43-19, account number 22230593 quoting your 
name as the reference. 
We will update and publish all the names of Friends in the 
magazine unless we are told otherwise and without specifying 
the amount donated. 

The current list of supporters (at the time of publication) is as 
follows. If you would like you name published in a different 
style to the one listed — just email welfordmatters@gmail.com 
and we will correct it for the next issue 


Cal 


x SARAH BRGOKES 


PILATES CLASSES 


Waelford-on-Avon Village Hall 
All levels of fitness welcome 


Classes: 
Manday: 9.45am 
Wednesday: 4.15pm and 7.15pm 


Trial sesmica onip C190 - d-weak course £445 


Book onling at www.sb-personaltrainer,com 


or call OF 967040918 


SARS TA-PERSON ALTA AINE, COM 
E] @canaumrooKes.et 





Community 







: Waligcd Math 
1908 - 





Thank You 


Christine and Carl Bernard 
Richard and Vanessa Brookes 
Simon and Gill Carter 
Christine and Paul Cooper 
Malcolm and Ann Crump 
John & Annie Daly 
Patrick and Heidi Doherty 
Glenis and Eric Dyer 
Mary Edson 
J.E. and V.A. Full 
David and Kay Garman 
Mavis Gray 
Shiela and Martin Greenwood 
Rosemary Hale 
Bill Hazzledine 
Fiona Hodgetts 
Peter and Sue Hook 
Mr and Mrs Iverson 
Judy and Adrian Kenyon 
Margery Kincla 
H. Lord 
Mrs J.M. McKelvie 
Eileen and John Neald 
David and Jane Nicholls 
Anne & Brad Plimmer 
F. Price 
John and Anne-Marie Ratcliffe 
H and R Reaney 
Val and Mark Reckitt 
D. Reed 
Phill and Sue Rogers 
Jill and John Rose 
Mrs S. Rose 
Annette and Tom Seeley 
Joyce Skinner 
Clifford and Barbara Smalley 
Jan and Paul Stewart 
lan and Amanda Thomas 
John and Connie Tredwell 
Dereck Tribe 
Mr and Mrs Walker 
G.R. and D. Walkden 
Julia Worsey 
The Parish Church of St Peter's 
Welford Parish Council 
The Welford and Weston Memorial Hall 
Plus 3 others 
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What's on in Welford 


History Society: Warwickshire Churches 
7:30 pm Friday, 25th January - Memorial Hall 


Men's Breakfast 


10:00 am Saturday, 2nd February - Church Rooms 


Parish Council Meeting 
7:15 pm Tuesday, 5th February - Memorial Hall 


Avon Cat Rescue Jumble Sale 


2:00 pm Saturday 16th February - Memorial Hall 


EU Citizens’ Rights Session 


6:00 pm Monday, 18th February - SDC Offices, Stratford 


Parish Council Planning Meeting 


7:15 pm Tuesday, 19th February - Chapel Rooms 


Drop In Coffee Morning 


10:00 am Wednesday, 20th February - Memorial Hall 


Men's Breakfast 


10:00 am Saturday, 2nd March - Church Rooms 


Mobile Library 
2:00 pm Tuesday, 5th March - Various 


Parish Council Meeting 
7:15 pm Tuesday, 5th March - Memorial Hall 


Parish Council Planning Meeting 
7:15 pm Tuesday, 19th March - Chapel Rooms 


History Society: Sir Fulke Greville 
7:30 pm Friday, 29th March - Memorial Hall 


Living Alone New Year Tea Party 


3:00 pm Wednesday, 2nd January - Church Rooms 


Parish Council Meeting 
7:15 pm Tuesday, 8th January - Memorial Hall 


Parish Council Planning Meeting 
7:15 pm Tuesday, 22nd January - Chapel Rooms 


hope and kindness 


Spring FUNdraiser 


30‘ March 
Welford Bowls Club 
7:30 pm - 11 pm 


Fab Quiz and Fine Food 
for a Fantastic Cause 


Tickets £10 per person 
from Jon and Fiona May 
01789 750 307 


Limited tickets so get yours quick! 


Village Directory 


Local Council 


Parish Council 


Traffic, Flood Action Group 

Village Maintenance, School Liaison 
Community Liaison, Cress Hill 
Footpaths, Defibri lators 


Responsible Finance Officer 
Parish Website Manager 








E: welfordpc@yahoo.co.uk 








District Councillor 

Peter Barnes 

T: 01789 750837 

E: peter.barnes@stratford-dc.gov.uk 








Community 


Allotments 
Linda Horrocks 
peterhorrocks@doctors.net.uk 


Art Grou 
T: 01789 750940 (jill Rose) 
ey Society ; 
T: 01789 750716'(Brad Plimmer) 


Knitting for Crisis 
T: 01789 750329 (Jan Harris) 
| Consortiu 


Oi m 
: 01789 750793 (Glenis Dyer) 
E: glenisdyer@gmail.com 


ing 
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Sports 


Sports Club 
T: 07974 147182 (Wyn Owen) 


Bowls Club 
T: 01789 750531 (Marjorie Woodhall) 


ngling Club 
01789 750998 (Brian Quelch) 
Amenities 
Aspire Pada & Hair 
T: 01789 75000 
The Bell 
T: 01789 750353 
W :thebellwelford.co.uk 
The Four Alls 


: 01789 751329 
" thefourallswelfordonavon.co.uk 





I 
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Maypole Bute Butchers 

Em a pclebinhe@emral com 
W: maypolebutchers.co.uk 

M 
rg 











aypole Stores 
of 9 750266 


Simon Carter 
Cat Price 
Martin Lake 


Deputy Chair, Planning, Synder Meadow Jamie Hockaday 


Debbie Jones 

James Kimpton 
Colin Barbour 
Brian Stanford 


John Wibberley 
Colin Winston 








T: 0771 521 1340 (office hours only please) 


County Councillor 

Mike Brain 

T: 01789 720728 

E: cllrbrain@warwickshire.gov.uk 


Over 60s Club 
T: 01789 750580 (Jean Stone) 


Scout & Guide Groups 
T: 01789 750650 (Cathy Millwood) 


Welford W 
T: 01789 751400 Cie Hook) 


Police Community Support 
Officer 

Becky Morris 

T: 07890 512300 


Safer Neighbourhood Team 
E: alcestersouth.snt@warwickshire.pnn.police.uk 


Cricket Club 
T: 07928 699202 (Will Gough) 


Football Club 
W: welfordfootballclub.co.uk 


Memorial Hall 
T: 07548 129880 


Methodist Church 
Hes Aue Sunpeon 
T: 01789 26797 
E: revaes@googlemail.com 
St Peter's Church 
Rev Ros Greenhaigh 
01789 751546 
The Shakespeare 
789 751116 
: theshakespeareinnwelford.co.uk 


W. 
Welford Garage 
T: 01789 75020 


cae 
SI 








If you have any feedback please contact: 
welfordmatters@gmail.com 


Please direct all advertising queries to: 
welfordadverts@gmail.com 


